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said first force applying mechanism including a force applying element coimected 
between a first force applying device and said anjustable post, with said force applying 
device constructed and arranged to move said fc rce applying element against said adjustable 
post, which moves said adjustable post along sa d base and between said first and second 
cutting positions, and said force applying device 
force applying element against movement, whic 
from a desired position during cutting, and said 
that is fixed relative t^ said base. 




being configured and arranged to secure said 
1 secures said adjustable post from moving 
mpacting post moving along a cutting axis 




(Amended) 
device is a pressure cy 



6. (Amended) 
contains nitrogen. 

\ol ^'^7. (Amended) 



A die assembly according to claim 1, wherein said first force applying 
inder. 



A. die assembly according to claim 5, wherein said pressure cylinder 



said adjustable 
first side, and said first 



J V die assembly according to claim 1, wherein 
ost includes a first side and a second side, which is opposite to said 
: brce applying device includes a first pressure cylinder positioned 
adjacent to said first sid 5 of said adjustable post to apply pressm-e on said first side of said 
adjustable post and a second pressure cylinder positioned adjacent to said second side of said 
adjustable post to mjply pr^sure on said second side of said adjustable post. 





ended) A mdthod of cutting, comprising: 
providing a die assem jly having a base, an adjustable post coupled to the base in a 
t position such that the adj istable post is linearly movable with respect to the base, and an 
impacting post movable along a cutting axis that is fixed relative to the base and movable 
between an impact position pr ^ximate to the adjustable post and a removed position in which 
e impacting post is displacec away from the impact position and the adjustable post; 

inserting a first piece qf a first material between the adjustable post and the impact 
post, the first piece of the firsAmaterial having a first thickness; 

moving the impactingJpDst along a fixed cutting axis from the removed position to the 
impact position and cutting the first piece of the first material; 
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moving the impacting post to the remove d position; 

sUding the adjustable post along the base to a second position by activating a first 
force applying device, which moves a force appljfing element against the adjustable post to 
move the adjustable post to the second position; 

activating the force applying mechanism td secure the force applying element and to 
secure the adjustable post from moving away fromjthe second position during cutting; 

inserting a first piece of a second material between the adjustable post and the impact 
post, the first piece of the second material having a second thickness; and 

moving the impacting post along the fixedj/cutting axis from the removed position to 
cutting the first piece of me second material. 



the impact positio 





Amended) A die Assembly, comprising: 
a base; 

an adjustable post havidg a base-contacting surface that is slidably coupled to said 




a first force applying michanism coupled to said base and to said adjustable post to 
lOve said adjustable post between a first cutting position and a second cutting position; 
a second force applying mechanism; and 

an impacting post attached to said second force applying mechanism and movable by 
said second force applying mechanism between an impact position proximate to said 
adjustable post and a removed position in which said impacting post is displaced away from 
said impact position and said adjusmble post, 

said first force appljang mecnanism including a force applying element connected 
between a first force applying device\and said adjustable post, with said force applying 
device constructed and arranged to move said force applying element against said adjustable 
post, which moves said adjustable posA along said base and between said first and second 
cutting positions, and said force applyiAjg device being configured and arranged to secure said 
force applying element against movement, which secures said adjustable post from moving 
from a desired position during cutting, an|[i said impacting post moving along a cutting axis 
that is fixed relative to said base. 
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